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WELCOME to Epiphany�

We go through our lives, our years on this earth, thinking of ourselves as separate. That 

sense of separateness basically causes every stupid, sinful, silly thing we ever do. The little, 

separate self takes offense when people don’t show us proper respect. The separate self lies 

and steals and does unkind things to other people. When we’re separate, everything 

becomes about protecting and defending ourselves. It can consume our lives.�

�

One word for overcoming that false sense of separateness, that illusory self, is heaven, and, 

quite frankly, that is what death offers us. It is simply returning to the Source from which we 

came, where all things are One. The whole gospel message is radical union with God, with 

neighbor, and even with ourselves. I think that’s why so many of us are drawn to church 

each week�to receive communion and to eventually, hopefully, realize that we are� in 

communion.�

�

Probably no gospel story says this more clearly and forthrightly than the parable of the vine 

and the branches. Jesus says, “I’m the vine, God is the vine grower, and you (we) are the 

branches.” As long as we remain in that relationship, we are in love and in union. Whenever 

we do anything unloving, at that moment, we’re out of union. Even if it’s just a negative, 

angry, or judgmental thought, we’re doing that out of a sense of disunion�always! And 

Jesus is very clear. He says that state is useless. Once the branch is cut off from the vine, 

we might as well throw it into the fire because it’s not going to bear any fruit. He’s not 

making a threat. He’s just talking practically, as if he were the vineyard owner.�



�

�

We all pull back into ourselves. We pout and complain and resent and fear. That’s 

what the little self does. The little self, the branch cut off from the vine, can do 

nothing according to this gospel. So Jesus says, “Remain in me as I remain in you” 

The promise is constant from God’s side. The only question is from our side. Do 

we choose to live in that union? Every time we do something with respect, with 

love, with sympathy, with compassion, with caring, with service, we are operating 

in union.�

                                                                                                               Richard Rohr OFM�

Now, that’s a pretty strong statement about us and the choices we make from that 

unnecessary state of separateness. We have never been separate from God except 

in our thoughts, but our thoughts don’t make it true! Nor are we separate from 

anyone else. Whatever separates us from one another�nationality, religion, 

ethnicity, economics, language�those are all just accidentals that will all pass 

away. We are One in God, with Christ and with one another. “I am the vine and you 

are the branches” . If only we could live that way every hour!�





�

Readings: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  

At Epiphany, we deliberately call upon the Holy Spirit at every Mass, and at every event we 

sponsor.  We believe that the Holy Spirit is calling upon our church to grow and to become a 

light to our neighborhood and to our city.�

                          COME, HOLY SPIRIT.  TOUCH OUR HEARTS 

TODAY.�
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Connors & Sullivan
Attorneys At Law

Wills • Estates • Trusts
Medicaid • Elder Law

“Don’t Lose Everything 
To A Nursing Home”

Home & Hospital  
Interviews Available

Saturdays on 
AM 570 Radio 8-9am,

AM 970 6-7pm & Sundays  
on AM 970 11am-12pm
“Ask Lawyer Mike”

110 E 59th St., Brooklyn, NY
718-238-6500

Established in 2004

Drop off  programs for
Twos, Threes and Pre-K &
classes from five months

to five years.

128 East 36th St., NYC, 10016

212-779-3434
www.weeonesclub.com

The Gannon Funeral Home Inc.   
 (212) 532-6579    

152 East 28th Street, New 
York, New York 10016

“Serving Epiphany Parish Members 
www.gannonfuneralhome.com

Wm. P. Gannon, Owner
Since 1924”

287 third avenue
new york, ny 10010

 Phone: (212) 889-3361
 Fax: (212) 545-9464
peter o’connell | john ronaghan

www.mollysshebeen.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Kevin Griffin

kgriffin@4LPi.com  
or (800) 950-9952 x2157

Evelyn E. Baran, DDS
GENERAL • COSMETIC

IMPLANTS

(212) 641-0633
www.evelynbarandds.com

247 Third Ave., Ste. 202, New York, NY

679-1224-5   683-3276

FREE DELIVERY
BUY-RITE DISCOUNT

INDIVIDUALLY OWNED

THOMAS J. McADAM
LIQUOR CO.

BOB FINK
NY STATE RETAIL SHOP

LIC.802

398 Third Avenue
(Between 28th & 29th Streets)

Please consider volunteering for our  
Reading Program and other initiatives designed 
to support individuals with visual impairments

elijah@abfselis.com • 646-675-1945
135 W 23RD STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10011


