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WELCOME to Epiphany 
He has been called “Doubting Thomas” in 

Christian tradition and popular imagination. �

The Gospel of John calls him “Thomas the twin”. 

Abraham Lincoln saw Thomas as his twin. As a young 

man he found it hard to swallow the rigid doctrines of his 

conservative boyhood Baptist churches. Early on he 

wrote what he named “A Little Book on Infidelity” which 

voiced his skepticism about the narrow orthodoxy of the 

brand of Christianity he had been taught. ��������� �

We might well consider the positive function of doubt in 

our faith. Without doubt faith can become a deadly 

certainty. Doubt saves faith from fanaticism. We move 

from faith to faith, from a less adequate faith, or no 

longer adequate faith, to a faith more adequate to our 

lives. Doubt helps us in this movement toward a deeper, 

more comprehensive faith.�

Like Lincoln, many spiritual writers have expressed the 

value of doubt in their lives. “Doubts”, one says, “are the 

ants in the pants of faith. They keep it awake and 

moving”. Perhaps Thomas is our twin. He gives us a 

place to�be�along our journey of faith.�

We might call Thomas an empiricist, a realist. He was a 

vote counter, the kind of person who would be a good 

scientist, doctor, professor, airplane pilot. He believed 

that truth has to do with the evidence, what you can see, 

touch, measure. �For Thomas  intuition stuff was for the 

birds. When Jesus talked in metaphor, Thomas’ eyes 

glazed over. �

The Spanish philosopher, Miguel Unamuno wrote: “Those 

who believe in God but believe without passion in their 

hearts, without anguish in their minds, without 

uncertainty, without doubt, without an element of 

despair even in their consolation, believe only in the idea 

of God, not in God himself.”�

This is how Thomas believed. This is the doubt of faith. 

This is faith lived�full out� in the midst of life, with all its 

perplexities, its absurdities, with all its darkness which 

confounds us.�

Maybe you are one of those, Thomasine Christians, and 

with Thomas as your twin. Maybe you’ve been afraid to 

voice your questions, and bring them to church. Or 

maybe you have found this church and made it your own 

because we can bring all parts of ourselves here: our 

doubts, our questions, our sorrows, our fears, our hopes 

and joys, and the best love we can.�

Jesus looked up at his disciples in the room with Thomas 

and said, “Blessed are those, meaning us, meaning those 

who will come after those first disciples,� blessed are 

those�who have not seen but have come to believe.�

Yes, you and me, with our searching questions, our 

doubt, our despair, our anguish, we can come more and 

more to believe. Thomasine Christians! There is room for 

you here today.�
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Readings: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  

At Epiphany, we deliberately call upon the Holy Spirit at every Mass, and at every event we 

sponsor.  We believe that the Holy Spirit is calling upon our church to grow and to become a 

light to our neighborhood and to our city.�

                          COME, HOLY SPIRIT.  TOUCH OUR HEARTS 

TODAY.�
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Connors & Sullivan
Attorneys At Law

Wills • Estates • Trusts
Medicaid • Elder Law

“Don’t Lose Everything 
To A Nursing Home”

Home & Hospital  
Interviews Available

Saturdays on 
AM 570 Radio 8-9am,

AM 970 6-7pm & Sundays  
on AM 970 11am-12pm
“Ask Lawyer Mike”

110 E 59th St., Brooklyn, NY
718-238-6500

Established in 2004

Drop off  programs for
Twos, Threes and Pre-K &
classes from five months

to five years.

128 East 36th St., NYC, 10016

212-779-3434
www.weeonesclub.com

The Gannon Funeral Home Inc.   
 (212) 532-6579    

152 East 28th Street, New 
York, New York 10016

“Serving Epiphany Parish Members 
www.gannonfuneralhome.com

Wm. P. Gannon, Owner
Since 1924”

287 third avenue
new york, ny 10010

 Phone: (212) 889-3361
 Fax: (212) 545-9464
peter o’connell | john ronaghan

www.mollysshebeen.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Kevin Griffin

kgriffin@4LPi.com  
or (800) 950-9952 x2157

Evelyn E. Baran, DDS
GENERAL • COSMETIC

IMPLANTS

(212) 641-0633
www.evelynbarandds.com

247 Third Ave., Ste. 202, New York, NY

679-1224-5   683-3276

FREE DELIVERY
BUY-RITE DISCOUNT

INDIVIDUALLY OWNED

THOMAS J. McADAM
LIQUOR CO.

BOB FINK
NY STATE RETAIL SHOP

LIC.802

398 Third Avenue
(Between 28th & 29th Streets)

Please consider volunteering for our  
Reading Program and other initiatives designed 
to support individuals with visual impairments

elijah@abfselis.com • 646-675-1945
135 W 23RD STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10011


